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Bismarck's policy of a demarcation of interests between
Austria and Russia, and the pressure he put upon each,
helped to preserve the peace of Europe even during the
violent Balkan crisis that arose through the union of the
two Bulgarias in September, 1885. Austria did nevertheless
so encourage the Serbians against the Bulgarians that Alex-
ander III refused to renew the Alliance of the Three Em-
perors when the Treaty ran out in 1887.
The Tsar had an ineradicable distrust of Austria. He
had inherited it from his grandfather at the time of Aus-
tria's "astonishing ingratitude" during the Crimean War*
It had been fostered and nourished by his tutors and ad-
visers, who belonged to the Pan-Slav group represented by
Miliutin and Katkov, and it had taken a deep hold on him.
during the long Bosnian crisis which ended so unsatisfac-
torily for Russia in the Congress of Berlin. Bismarck worked
hard to bring about the renewal of the tripartite agreement
of 1881. He did not want to see it "thrown behind the
stove." 80 But when he found that the Tsar was unshake-
able in his distrust of Austria, he had no mind to' forfeit
Russia's friendship because of Austria's unnecessarily ag-
gressive support of Serbians against Bulgarians. Moreover,,
his relations with France had grown very much worse during
recent months as Boulanger had come into prominence, and
he had heard rumors in September, 1886, and in the spring
of 1887, of secret negotiations for a Franco-Russian coali-
tion.31
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Bismarck therefore accepted with alacrity a Russian
proposal that in place of the existing tripartite agreement,
Russia and Germany should make a defensive treaty of
their own without Austria. With a characteristic directness
of action, Bismarck drew out of his portfolio the text of the
** Instruction of Dec. 21, 1886; GJP., V, 211.           31 G. P., VI, 89 ff.